
Santiago STEAM Magnet Elementary PTA

GREEN PTA POLICY

Santiago STEAM Magnet Elementary PTA, representing a school where science is at the forefront and

real-world problem solving is central to the school's mission, has enacted this GREEN PTA POLICY to

create a culture of environmental responsibility within our school and our lives.

Santiago STEAM Magnet Elementary PTA (PTA) will strive to:

1) Evaluate the Environmental Impact of Every Activity:

- Environmentally conscious programming: PTA will enact environmentally conscious

programming and will encourage events and fundraisers that are low or no waste.

Experiences, or events that utilize recycled, upcycled, or reusable elements.

- Sustainable giveaways: When possible prizes are to be relevant, serve a purpose, and be

long-lasting. Experiences as prizes are encouraged. Single-use items such as low-quality

plastic prizes or trinkets that are not biodegradable should be avoided.

- Model resourcefulness: Upcycled and repurposed materials should be used whenever

possible. Contest participants can be encouraged to incorporate natural or upcycled

materials as a contest criteria.

2) Strive for Zero Waste:

- Zero Waste Paper: PTA acknowledges that paper documents may be the most equitable

method for sharing program information, and will therefore strive to minimize the

amount of paper necessary. Half-sheet flyers are encouraged when feasible, and digital

communications shall be used to provide supporting communication or reminders. PTA

will strive to use paper with 100% recycled content.

- Zero Waste Plastic: PTA will strive to purchase products made with no/minimal plastic or

plastic packaging. Avoid overly packaged, single use, and disposable products; use

washable or biodegradable plates, cups, and flatware. Prioritize purchasing of recycled

content.

- Encourage Green Habits: PTA is encouraged to hold recycling drives, support local

cleanup events, support human-powered transportation or carpooling, and provide

educational opportunities with sustainability goals.

- Support a Circular Economy: PTA will support recycling initiatives, purchase recycled

when available, and reduce unnecessary consumption.



3) Support healthy habits and wellness

- Promote Movement: PTA will support programs that encourage movement and play.

- Healthy eating: PTA will refrain from handing out candy. Alternatives are fruit-based

treats, experiences (extra minutes, unlocking access to something, etc), contest entries,

or other non-edible prizes.  Food choices for staff appreciation should be balanced and

healthful.

- Encourage handwashing

4) Actively promote strong communities

- Free Access: Financial commitments are not possible for all students, and should be

minimized whenever possible: Equivalent free options shall be available to promote

inclusivity. Fundraising events shall include a participation element. Implement

environmental education whenever possible

- Sustainable focus: PTA can support eco-minded learning through after-school

programming such as Garden Club, fix-it clinics, bike and wheel safety classes, garden

and composting classes, and nutrition education.

GREEN PTA CHECKLIST:

▢ Is it equitable and inclusive for all students?

▢ Could this be achieved with reused, reusable, or recycled materials?

▢ Is there a way to reduce waste and/or ensure recycling?

▢ Could sustainability education be incorporated?

▢ Could it include a healthy lifestyle element?

▢ Are prizes low-waste and useful?

We can’t do it without you! Thank you in advance for creating a healthy and environmentally responsible

school.

_____________________________________________________________________________________



Santiago STEAM Magnet Elementary PTA acknowledges the following policies from the California State

PTA and SVUSD:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

California’s state PTA urges its units, councils and districts to:

● educate parents on the impact of climate change on children’s health and future welfare
● urge school districts to educate students on climate and energy literacy and human

sustainability
● support programs and strategies that make schools more "climate-safe" and energy

efficient to prepare children for climate changes
● serve as role models for practices that promote energy conservation, renewable energy

sources, reducing dependency on automobile travel and encouraging sustainable
practices

● advocate for comprehensive local, state and national legislation to substantially reduce
emissions

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/advocacy/2021-letters-to-policymakers/k12-climate-actio
n-recommendations-on-school-infrastructure-4-13-21.pdf

______________________________________________________________________________

SVUSD’s Green Operations Policy states:

Full SVUSD policy available here:
https://svusd.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=184&public=true

“The Governing Board believes everyone has a responsibility to be a steward of the environment
and desires to integrate environmental accountability into all district programs and operations.
… promote district use of “green” school principles and practices in order to conserve natural
resources, reduce the impact of district operations on the environment, and protect the health of
students, staff, and the community…

District strategies may include, but are not limited to:

1. Reducing energy and water consumption, and using renewable and clean energy technologies
and alternatives when available

2. Establishing recycling programs in district facilities

3. Reducing the consumption of disposable materials by reusing materials and by using electronic
rather than paper communications when feasible

4. Using environmentally preferable products and services whenever practical, including, but not
limited to, products that: a. Minimize environmental impacts, toxins, pollutants, odors, and
hazards b. Contain post consumer recycled content c. Are durable and long-lasting d. Conserve
energy and water e. Reduce waste…

9. Reducing vehicle emissions by: a. Encouraging students to walk or bicycle to school or to use
district or public transportation b. Using reduced or zero emission school buses and vehicles and
providing accompanying infrastructure such as charging stations c. Limiting unnecessary idling of
school buses in accordance with 13 CCR 2480 d. Limiting unnecessary idling of personal vehicles

https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/advocacy/2021-letters-to-policymakers/k12-climate-action-recommendations-on-school-infrastructure-4-13-21.pdf
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/advocacy/2021-letters-to-policymakers/k12-climate-action-recommendations-on-school-infrastructure-4-13-21.pdf
https://svusd.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=184&public=true


by encouraging parents/guardians, through signage or other means of communication, to turn
off their vehicles when parked on and around school grounds

10. Implementing green school practices in the district’s food service programs by: a. Providing
fresh, locally sourced, unprocessed, organic food, including plant based options, when available
b. Reducing food packaging and using packaging that is recyclable and/or biodegradable c.
Utilizing reusable products d. Encouraging zero-waste lunches when food is brought from home
e. Maintaining a system for food waste, such as composting f. Providing sharing tables where
unused cafeteria food items may, in accordance with Health and Safety Code 114079, be
returned for student use or donated to a food bank or other nonprofit charitable organization

11. Integrating green school practices and activities into the educational program by providing
instruction to students on the importance of the environment, involving students in the
implementation and evaluation of green school activities and projects as appropriate, and
utilizing green school activities and projects as learning tools.”


